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turns him out unable to interpret the book in the light of the best 
knowledge that scholars are today disseminating with ever widening 
range and ever increasing force. The spirit and the ability to inter- 
pret Scripture fostered by it is discerned in the following comment on 
John 8:55:/. . . . keep his word : "To keep God's word means more 
than to obey his commandments. A man may obey commandments 
without hearty love to them, but we guard that which we regard as a 

precious treasure. This Jesus did This esteem for His 

Father's word was a peculiar mark of His love to the Father. The 
Destructive Critics profess to love God. How little of it they show in 
this way. They are ready to give away God's word to the first plausi- 
ble sophist that advances a high-sounding argument for surrendering 
some precious portion of the word of God." 

Most scholars who write upon the teaching of the Bible would 
shrink from the assumption involved in the title of this book. Is it 
the author's theory of his relation to the Bible and its Author that 
leads him naturally to such a confidence in his expository power ?. 

It is not necessary to deny the earnestness or the sincerity of. those 
who advocate and practice such methods of Bible study as that carried 
to an extreme in the present volume. The possession of these quali- 
ties by the author renders it all the more lamentable that they should 
be devoted to a task which is obstructive rather than constructive and 
progressive. The book will doubtless do good in some quarters, but 
it will do infinitely more harm. It is one more stumbling-block in 
the way of a sound interpretation of the Scriptures, one more weight 
to be removed in the onward progress of true knowledge and study of 
the revelation of God. G. S. G. 



The Christian Pastor and the Working Church (International 
Theological Library). By Washington Gladden, D.D., 
LL.D., author of Applied Christianity, Who Wrote the Bible ? 
Ruling Ideas of the Present Age, etc. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1898. Pp. xiv-f-485. $2.50, net. 

Dr. Gladden is already well known as a writer of books that are 
alive to modern inquiries, and are specially stimulating in directing 
thought of the Christian community to social problems. It is there- 
fore to be expected that in dealing with the office of the Christian 
pastor, as distinct from that of the preacher, he should have approached 
his subject with a thoroughly modern spirit. Many of the chapters of 
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this work deal with matters which are the general property of all 
writers of pastoral theology, but they contain a large amount of admi- 
rable advice well expressed. The bibliography contained in the intro- 
duction shows that Dr. Gladden has handled thoroughly the best 
literature on the subject, and, while in his early chapters he may have 
given little that is novel, he has given us the substance of advice given 
to clergymen through centuries. It is, however, in those parts of his 
volume in which the author comes most in touch with Christian life 
which is peculiarly that of the present time, that his work has especial 
value. In dealing, for instance, with the sacerdotal tendency of church 
life which expresses itself, among other ways, in the preference of the 
term "priest" for "pastor," Dr. Gladden, after a well-balanced discus- 
sion of the matter, with the use of a considerable literature, reaches a 
conclusion which, though anti-sacerdotal, is marked by no bigotry. 
Many of the elements of priesthood may be said rightly to be the 
pastor's. Thus the opportunity to bear another's burdens through sym- 
pathy, the duty of self-sacrificing watch care over his church, his right 
to be treated with a certain deference because of his office, though not 
sacerdotal in the ritual sense are so in a spiritual. In his chapter 
upon the Sunday school Dr. Gladden, beside giving a rapid history of 
the institution, has given some admirable advice about its organization. 
His detailed comments upon current Sunday-school methods, and 
especially upon the use of the International Sunday-School Lessons, are 
always to the point, and it is encouraging to see that he heartily 
approves of the graded Sunday school. In one further particular his 
words are worthy of quoting. Speaking of the attitude the Sunday- 
school teacher should take toward scientific research and biblical criti- 
cism, he says : " It is evident that the Sunday school is the very place 
where our children ought to be receiving instruction, not only out of 
the Bible, but concerning the Bible, which would equip them to resist 
the attacks of a blatant infidelity. Instead of this it is feared that the 
Sunday school, in most cases, is giving them ideas about the Bible 
which cannot be defended, and is leaving them in an intellectual position 
in which they are sure to find, whenever they are led to examine the 
whole question for themselves, that they have been either ignorantly or 
insincerely dealt with. It is a grave responsibility which the Sunday- 
school teacher takes who sends his pupils out into the world with such 
a mental outfit as this." 

The chapter upon institutional churches is specially valuable in 
the material which has been gathered, illustrating the methods and sue- 
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cess of various attempts at conducting them. While Dr. Gladden 
admits that there may be a fair basis for a criticism of certain methods 
adopted by institutional churches, his sympathies are thoroughly with 
the effort to utilize all branches of life in the service in the kingdom 
of God. It would be possible to mention other admirable discussions 
in this book, such as, for example, the chapter upon the " Care of the 
Poor " and that upon the " Cooperation with Other Churches," but what 
has been said must suffice to show our appreciation of a book written 
with such breadth of spirit and such an understanding of the real needs 
of today. A church manned by a pastor educated on the lines of this 
book would go far toward producing a virile Christianity, which, 
transcending the limits of ecclesiasticism, would spread the power of 
the kingdom of God. S. M. 

LITERARY NOTES. 

From C. F. Rassweiler & Co., Chicago, 111., we have received a 
copy of the Holy Land (pp. 415), by H. B. Waterman, D.D. The 
volume describes Palestine in an orderly fashion, beginning with the 
sea. It is illustrated with a number of cuts, some of which are of 
service though of no very great artistic worth. The volume also con- 
tains an account of the plants and the animals of Palestine. As a 
handbook it seems to be valuable. It is written from a personal study 
of the land and the use of the publications of the Palestine Explora- 
tion Fund. 

Fords, Howard & Hulbert have published a little book by 
Norman Fox, Christ in the Daily Meal, or the Ordinance of the Break- 
ing of Bread. (New York; pp. 138; #0.50.) Dr. Fox maintains there is 
no scriptural precedent for the Lord's Supper as now celebrated, and 
that it is contrary to the thought of Jesus to make the eating of bread 
and drinking of wine an ecclesiastical ordinance. One can eat and drink 
in the presence of Christ alone by himself, as freely as he can with the 
church. As Jesus did not intend to inaugurate a special meal, so he 
intended that every meal should be eaten with the special remembrance 
of Christ. In support of this position Dr. Fox has taken up a number 
of scriptural passages and discusses them with no little acuteness. 
One cannot help feeling, however, that he has not accurately expressed 
the position of Paul. The question is one which is at present attract- 
ing considerable attention, and this little book is a really valuable 
contribution to the discussion of the subject. 



